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UCI.jpgInvestigators in the TSA’s Laboratory of Comparative Pathology, the “Lab Rat,” have just
completed a mutagenicity study on the foam cushion material found in almost all airline seats. An
earlier study demonstrated that a few passengers experience surface burns and blisters on their skin
during the 20 to 30 minutes of flight time when seated on these cushions. According to Dr. Cathrine
Grady, one of the world’s leading experts on biological effects of solvents, “The tests by Laboratory of
Comparative Pathology show that this type of foam material is a complete carcinogen. Such testing is
extremely important since the American public has been repeatedly advised to avoid foams, but airlines
have been afraid to make the change as they know the public will get mad at them. So, they have
continued to sell foam covered airplanes to unsuspecting customers. “The tests showed that the foam
material is a mutagen, and that it crosses the blood brain barrier. The chemical is also very mutagenic
in microplate tests, and so is its cell-damaging cousin. Dioxin, the infamous substance in Agent Orange,
is one of these compounds. The World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on
Cancer has classified dioxin as a carcinogen, but airlines have always denied that foam is anything
worse than a nuisance. And they do not have to worry about it anymore,” said Grady. The foam
material is known as polyurethane foam, and has been used extensively in the manufacture of molded
foam plastic. In some cases, it is also used as a raw material for “soft” seats that are used in
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